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Legend of "Knowledge is Light"

The first light of "Prateep" or "Knowledge is Light"
started beaming 50 years ago with an aim to delight and
enlighten the public. The first editorial stated Prateep's
three objectives.

First, the magazine aims at providing reading
pleasure. Second, it is a venue for exchanging
knowledge. Third, Prateep would like to educate the public
about oil and its technology.

Prateep has been a venue for works of famous
writers, photographers and artists, namely former
Premier M.R. Kukrit Pramoj, Wit Sutthasathien, Prapan
Hetrakul, Suthichai Yoon, Jit Jongmankong, Prayoot

Ngokrajang etc.
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Chao Praya: the River of Life

The Chao Phraya River is
regarded as the bloodline of
Thailand. Its origins are four
rivers - namely Ping, Wang, Yom
and Nan - flowing from the
Northern region of the country.
The four tributaries meet at Pak
Nam Pho in the Muang District
of Nakhon Sawan Province. The
Chao Phraya River is 370 kilo-
meters long.

The river system brings
enormous amounts of silt that are
deposited in the lower basin and
at the estuary, making the area
a fertile ground for cultivation.
Consequently, the land on both
banks of the Chao Phraya is
densely populated throughout,
from the source to the river mouth
at the Gulf of Thailand. Many
things happen along the Chao

Phraya River all year round.
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Mae Fah Luang Garden

One of the most famous tourist
attractions in Chiang Rai Province
is undoubtedly the Mae Fah Luang
Garden, which consists of flowerbeds
planted with a dazzling variety of
flowers and shrubs from all corners
of the world. Cool climate and
temperate ornamental and flowering
plants that thrive at high altitude are
planted among native plants, leafy
shrubs and perennials. A myriad of
flowering plants come into bloom all
year round and form a splendid
hill-side tapestry that changes with
the seasons.

It is frequently described as the
most magnificent landscaped gar-
den in the Kingdom of Thailand, and
even in the Asia Pacific region. In
1993, The Mae Fah Luang Garden
was awarded the Pacific Asia Tour-
ism Association's PATA Gold Awards
in the 'Tourism Development' cat-
egory in recognition of its outstand-
ing achievement in the development

of a new tourist destination.
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King Bhumibol and the Thai
language

His Majesty King Bhumibol has
many talents. One of them is his
keen use of the Thai language.
Although His Majesty was born
abroad and started learning Thai
at his teens, King Bhumibol has
shown his language talents at many

occasions.
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PET/CT and Cyclotron in
Chulabhorn Cancer Centre

The Cyclotron and PET/CT in
Chulabhorn Cancer Centre is
collaborating with Faculty of
Medicine, Siriraj Hospital and
Faculty of Medicine, Ramathibodi
Hospital from Mahidol University,
Faculty of Medicine, Chulalongkorn
University and National Cancer
Institute. The center also receives
equipment and academic support
from International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA).

Aside from improving the
standard of care for Thai people,
the center aims at conducting
basic research for the new radio-
pharmaceutical isotope in diagnos-
tic, evaluation and development of
new treatment modalities. It also
emphasizes clinical research for the
extended application of the estab-

lished radiopharmaceutical.
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Arctic island yields Jurassic giants

Fossil remains of one of the largest marine
reptiles ever found are being recovered from a major
new site on Svalbard, a barren group of islands barely
800 miles from the North Pole. The discovery was
made in 2006. Last summer, ExxonMobil sponsored
a return expedition by Norwegian paleontologists,
company representatives and students. Their goal was
to bring back three of 28 specimens that date from

the Jurassic age, some 150 million years ago.
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