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Golden Mount Fair

The Golden Mount Fair at Wat
Saket started in the period of
King Rama | after the renova-
tion of this old temple and the
excavation of Mahanak canal to
relive the exuberant lifestyle of
the Ayutthaya era.

The Golden Mount

artificial hill constructed under

is an

King Rama Il (1824-51). When
the king tried to build a chedi, it
collapsed because of the soft
soil beneath. It was King Rama
IV (1804-68) who crowned the
new hill with the intended chedi.

In early Rattanakosin era, the
Golden Mount Fair at Wat Saket

was the biggest temple fair.
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King Rama llI: the Father of Thai
Trade

Born on March 31, 1788, Prince
Chesda Bordindra was the el-
dest son of King Rama Il by a
royal concubine. In his youth,
he was given responsibility for
overseeing foreign trade and re-
lations. On his father's death in
1824, Prince Chesda Bordindra
was much older and more ex-
perienced than his younger
brother Mongkut - who was born
of a queen and had a stronger
claim on the throne. So the ac-
cession council chose Prince
Chesda Bordindra to succeed
to the throne as King Rama Ill
or Phra Nangklao.

King Rama Ill was really well
versed in government affairs and
a genius in law and trade. King
Rama Il was fully aware of the
problems of international and
domestic trade, and knew all
about the trading seasons. He
was conscious about the trade
imbalance with foreign countries.
He had managed to earn such
a large amount of foreign ex-
change that his father King
Rama Il called him “Chow Sua”,
a Chinese term meaning trad-

ing boss.
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From Mountains to the Sea

. A trip to the Sufficient
5 Community at Amphoe Phato,
: Chumphon province reveals the
success of the Royal-initiated

sufficient economy for all

people, from mountains to the

sea.
rgy of the govern-

, academia, community,
business and non-government

organizations has created many

activities and projects, e.g. the
] m agriculture,
sufficient economy, the tree ‘
bank, eco-tourism and the
natural resources conservation

along the coast.
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Touring Thailand to Enjoy
Colorful Impatiens

There are almost 100 spe-
cies of colorful Impatiens or
jewelweeds around Thailand,
both annual and perennial
herbs. These tiny vibrant
flowers like the rainy season.
Travelers who want to enjoy

them should bring raincoats.
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Four-wheel cars

Four-wheel cars are vehicles
of the adventure lovers and
nature lovers. The vehicle
allows all four wheels to
receive torque from the engine
simultaneously. While many
people associate the term with
off-road vehicles and sport
utility vehicles, powering all four
wheels provides better control
on road of many surfaces, and
is an important part of rally

racing.
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From pond to pump?

ExxonMobil joins forces with
a leader in biotech research to
develop the raw material for
transportation fuels from an
unlikely source.

An algae-covered pond may
not be one of nature’s most
pleasing sights. But to scien-
tists, it offers a tantalizing
vision of the future for fuels

made from renewable sources.
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